30 November 2015

Recommendation Regarding the Use of the
Funding Provided by the National Foundation for
RTD for 2016
Preamble
In the context of funding for 2016, on the basis of the Foundation Board’s
decision of 29 September 2015, an invitation was made to the Austrian
Council for Research and Technology Development on 19 October 2015 in
acc. With § 11 para. 1 Z 1 of the RTD National Foundation Act to submit a
recommendation on the use of the Foundation’s funding for 2016. This is
to be made on the basis of the applications submitted.
The total application volume for 2016 is EUR 125,911,570 m. The
Foundation Board asked the Austrian Council for a statement on available
Foundation funds for 2016 on the basis of four possible scenarios:
1) EUR 40 million
2) EUR 50 million
3) EUR 60 million
4) EUR 15 million (worst case scenario)
In view of the difficult financial situation, the National Foundation is also
assigned special significance, which is manifested in the support of longterm effect inter-disciplinary research measures (see § 2 of the RTD
National Foundation Act).
The Austrian Council advocates a sufficient and sustainable financing of the
National Foundation. The Austrian Council is very much concerned with
the extremely fluctuating allocation of funds. The amount of allocated
funds since 2008 at the latest tends to hover far below the EUR 125 million
per year provided for in the legal stipulations.
The basis for the decision on awarding funds is the strategic importance
and socio-political relevance of the projects submitted and their
classification in the overall context of Austrian research funding. The
Austrian Council for Research, Technology and Development also defined
the following priorities for awarding funds for 2016:

 Reinforcing of the research infrastructure by focusing on initiatives
with corresponding critical variables and risk potential
 Reinforcing of the national human potential basis
 Risk capital reinforcement
 Reinforcing the contribution of intellectual property to growth and
innovation
 Reinforcing innovation potential with “Open Innovation”
 Coordination and harmonisation of regional and federal RTI
activities
 Excellence in basic research
 Measures to strengthen location Austria for research-active
companies
 Research and technology initiatives for the industry location
 Measures to strengthen complexity research

Recommendation
The applications of the beneficiaries for the funding by the National
Foundation basically comply with the Council’s recommendation on the
prioritisation and in principle can therefore be supported.
Following in-depth consultation and with consideration of the 4 financing
scenarios set out by the National Foundation, the Austrian Council for
Research and Technology Development recommends the following
distribution of funds (see table below).
Should the worst case scenario of EUR 15 million be the case, the Austrian
Council for Research and Technology Development recommends no
allocation be made to the beneficiaries and the funds be held over to 2017
instead. In the event of a figure above EUR 15 million but below EUR 40
million with the allocation of funds of the National Foundation, the
Austrian Council recommends to be consulted once again.
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