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About the Framework Programme

Part I
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EU research: Characteristics of the Framework Programme (1)

• Most important multinational research programme world wide
• Project funding only
• True common put – no national quota
• Competitive process with annual calls and peer review proposal 

evaluation
• Main focus on collaborative projects with partners from several 

countries
• Open to academia and industry alike
• Open to the world, not restricted to Europe
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FP7 Structure

Ideas – Frontier Research

Individual projects, bottom-up agenda
Capacities – Research Capacity

Sharing of infrastructures … 
People – Marie Curie Actions

Mobility programmes for post-docs, Training courses, …

Cooperation – Collaborative research

Multi-partner projects, top-down agenda
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FP7 Budget (€ million)
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FP7 Facts and Figures (2007 to 2010)

• 59.000 proposals received, 312.000 applicants

• 12.000 proposals retained, 69.000 participants

• Out of these: Universities 30%

“Industry” 25%

Research Organisations 23%

• 16,6% of all participations are SMEs
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Evaluating EU R&I funding

Part II
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Evaluating R&I investments is difficult 

• Time lags – some results have an impact in the longer term
• Multiple kinds of impacts – R&I have an impact in several dimensions, which 

might not be easily identified:
– Scientific impacts 
– Technological impacts and impacts on innovation 
– Economic impacts
– Social impacts 
– Environmental impacts
– Structural impacts on ERA
– Impacts on EU policies 
– European Added Value
– Impacts on SMEs

• Attribution – R&I is often funded from different sources
• Valuation – it is difficult to provide a monetary value of impacts to make them 

comparable 
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New context for evaluating R&I in Europe

- Economic crisis is threatening expenditures on research & 
innovation, which need to demonstrate high impacts and economic 
returns 

- Next Multiannual Financial Framework will be focusing on 
instruments with proven European Added Value and value for 
money
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