27 November 2014

Recommendation regarding the use of the
funding provided by the National Foundation for
RTD for 2015
Preamble
In conjunction with the awarding of resources for 2015, based on the
resolution of the Foundation Council of 17 September 2014 to the Council
for Research and Technology Development on 25 September 2014, an
invitation was made to submit a recommendation in acc. with § 11 Para. 1
Z 1 of the RTD National Foundation Act on the use of subsidies of the
Foundation for 2015. This should happen based on the applications of the
recipients received.
The total application volume for 2015 is EUR 120,098.394 m. The
Foundation Council asks the Council for a statement against the
background of three possible scenarios for available Foundation funds for
2015:
1) EUR 40 m
2) EUR 50 m
3) EUR 60 m
In view of the tense financing situation, the National Foundation takes on
special importance, which is manifested in the support of long-term active
interdisciplinary research measures (see § 2 RTD National Foundation Act).
The Council advocates a sufficient and sustainable financing by the
National Foundation. The Council is concerned about the highly
fluctuating payment of funds. The amount of the paid out funds has
been hovering since at least 2008 far below the EUR 125 million per year
stipulated in legislative guidelines.
The basis for the decision on awarding funds is the strategic importance
and socio-political relevance of the proposals submitted and their
integration into the overall context of Austrian research funding. The
following priorities have also been defined by the RTD Council for
awarding funds for 2015.

Priorities for awarding funds 2015:
•

Boosting the research infrastructure by focusing on initiatives with
corresponding critical variables and risk potential

•

Boosted national human potential basis

•

Increased risk capital

•

Increased contribution by intellectual property to growth and
innovation

•

Increased innovation potential with "Open Innovation"

•

Coordination and consultation between regional and federal RTI
activities

•

Excellence in basic research

•

Measures for boosting Austria as a location for research-active
companies

•

Research and technology initiatives for the industrial location

Recommendation
The applications of the recipients for funding by the National Foundation
basically concur with the Council recommendation for setting priorities and
can therefore be supported in principle.
Following in-depth consultation and while considering the three financing
scenarios communicated by the National Foundation, the Council
recommends the following funds distribution for RTD:
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